The Story of British Diplomacy
While Castlereagh was about to reconcile England with her kin beyond the Atlantic by the Treaty of Ghent, the agency of Prussia was laying the foundation of a new European system. By the Convention of Tauroggen (3Oth December 1812) the Prussian general, York, liberated from the French service the German soldiers pressed by Napoleon into his army. The reconstruction of the Prussian military system by Stein's military reforms followed; Prussia's position as a first-rate Power was assured. What part would the Czar take ? Would any memories of Tilsit still hold the Eastern to the Western Ccesar ? At St Petersburg a strong-French faction had been headed by the Czar's favourite minister, Romanzoff. The fascination exercised by the personal greatness of Napoleon on Alexander had been but temporarily weakened. It was now apparently as strong as ever. The visionary element in the Czar's temperament, which explains so much of his vacillation and so many of his inconsistencies, was accompanied by a jealousy that matched even his dissimulation. Romanzoff's advocacy of the benefits Russia might yet g~ain from the goodwill of a country whose leading* spirit was showing the extraordinary degree of recuperative power inherent in Napoleon, may have been more urgent than discreet. The Northern autocrat at any rate resented it, plainly charged his minister with interested motives, and looked for advice elsewhere. It was largely an English weight that decisively turned the scale against France. Castlereagh and Metternich had recently come to an agreement about the reconstruction of France in the general interest of Europe on lines
which  Alexander approved.      The  Czar practically
226